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Introduction
The beginning of the 21st century also marked our venture towards the digital age.
Anywhere you go, you will see the real-world applications of digital technology. From our
jobs to our primary forms of communication, none of these would be possible without our
recent technological advancements.

One essential device that rose from these endeavors is laptops. Almost all industries use
laptops for their operations, and commercial consumers have also found the advantages
of owning one for entertainment purposes.
With something as complex and reliable as this, you might be wondering how a relatively
small device can make significant strides in pushing humanity forward. Don’t worry.
We’ll help you understand all of this. In this handbook, you’ll know how to stay on top of
everything with a laptop.
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Chapter 1: Laptop 101
A laptop is a portable personal computer that you can bring virtually anywhere. Of course,
different models and manufacturers offer different features as well. We’ve prepared this
first chapter to help you understand what laptops are.

The Difference Between a Laptop and a PC
There are many similarities between a laptop and a desktop computer, but their differences
are just as many. For instance, both can process commands in milliseconds, but not both
of them can fit inside a bag. That said, below are some of the main differences between
a desktop PC and a laptop.

Cost
A desktop computer can be relatively cheaper than a laptop, depending on the specifications
you’re looking for. A decent setup would often cost only about $400. On the other hand,
high-end laptops can reach up to $1,500 or higher, but you can definitely find cheaper
models as well.

Components
Another huge difference between a desktop PC and a laptop is the components. Personal
computers require a separate central processing unit or CPU, keyboard, mouse, and
monitor. Laptops are specifically built to incorporate all of these in a single device.

Portability and Assembly
With the size and different components of a desktop computer, you need a desk to
accommodate all of them. That means you can’t conveniently bring it anywhere.
Since laptops are compact, they are also portable. You don’t need to assemble anything
before using a laptop, and it can fit inside a bag if you need to bring it somewhere.
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Benefits of Having a Laptop
While desktop computers may excel in certain areas, perhaps laptops are the best option
for you, considering all your needs in our world’s current situation. Laptops can now
perform at the same level as desktop computers, and you get to enjoy certain benefits
you wouldn’t find on a PC. We’ve listed some of them below.

Work, Stream, or Play Anywhere
While desktop computers and laptops certainly can connect to the internet, desktop
computers only allow you to this at home. Since most cafés, offices, and recreational
areas are now WiFi ready, you can use your laptop to work, stream, or play anywhere.
Some laptops would even allow you to insert a SIM card for mobile data connectivity.

Meant for All Ages
One major disadvantage of desktop computers is that they have many different
components, making it harder for children or the elderly to understand and use them. On
the other hand, laptops would only require you to press a button, flip the screen open, and
anyone can use it already.

Offline Operation
Another benefit that laptops provide is that you can use them offline. While desktop
computers may also allow you to use programs without connecting to the internet, you
would still need a power source to use them. Laptops have batteries, which means they
can function for a few hours even without plugging them into an electric socket, allowing
you to use them for offline operations like presentations.
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macOS vs. Windows
You have plenty of options when it comes to a laptop’s operating system. However, the
two most prominent ones are macOS and Windows. There is a long and continuous
debate whether which operating system is superior. While we’re not claiming that we can
end this debate, understanding their strengths would help you choose between the two.

Hardware Choices
Apple, the creator of MacOS, certainly has some of the most powerful and reliable laptops
in the market today. The problem is you can almost always only use hardware products
that Apple makes. While that significantly reduces your options, you can always guarantee
that the hardware product you’re using is compatible with your laptop.
On the other hand, Windows laptops have a wide variety of aftermarket hardware choices.
The downside of that is some products, especially cheap ones, are not always compatible.

Pre-Installed Apps
One factor that often plays a vital role in choosing between macOS and Windows is the
pre-installed apps. You want to make sure that you get the most out of your laptop right
after buying it. Some of the most used Windows applications need to be downloaded
first, and others would even require a subscription. On the other hand, a MacOS laptop
already has a superior video editor and music streaming and composition services.

Third-Party Software
Software program compatibility is what you’d often look after when it comes to choosing a
laptop. Windows certainly has lots of options, but this might put your laptop at risk because
many viruses may be included in a software program. On the other hand, MacOS has
fewer options, but almost all of them are verified by Apple, keeping your laptop safe from
malware.
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Chapter 2: Into the World of Laptops
Now that you’ve understood the difference between macOS and Windows, you may
already have an option in mind. Next comes another crucial part. What type and laptop
should you use? We’ll help you answer that as we dive into the world of laptops.

Different Types of Laptop
Every laptop is created differently. Some are lightweight, while others are heavier. Some
can only run basic programs, while others are capable of processing multiple tasks at
once. When it comes to laptop choices, below are some of your best options.

Ultrabook
Ultrabooks often weigh somewhere around three pounds. They have display screens
at about 15 inches and are very thin. These types of laptops are only capable of basic
functions because they have low-power processors. On the upside, the low energy
demands make them last for more extended periods.
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Netbook
While ultrabooks are lightweight and may seem like the lowest and cheapest possible
option, netbooks are actually better at this. These are the smallest type of laptop, and
they have an even lower-power processor.
On top of this, their keyboards, trackpads, and screens are quite small. Different
manufacturers still produce netbooks, but consumers prefer tablets nowadays because
they can perform the same functions but are more compact.

Desktop Laptop
As the name suggests, a desktop laptop is a replacement for large personal computers.
They have the same specifications as a desktop computer, and their screens can reach
up to 20 inches. You’d basically have a portable desktop computer with you. However, the
downside to desktop laptops is that they can weigh up to 10 pounds, making them harder
to carry.

MacBook
A MacBook is a specific type of laptop manufactured by Apple. They often come in two
versions. The first one is MacBook Air which is thinner, and the other one is MacBook Pro
which has a higher-power processor. Compared to the other laptops we’ve mentioned
above, MacBooks run on MacOS instead of Windows.

Choosing a Laptop That Suits the User
Here comes the fun part. We’re going to look for a laptop that suits you best! As we’ve
mentioned, different models also have different capabilities. That’s why looking for a
laptop that perfectly accommodates your needs is essential in maximizing your laptop’s
potential. That said, below is a simple guide to help you choose.
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Power User
Power users need a laptop that can keep up with their busy schedules. That’s why a
superior laptop with 2.5 to 2.7 GHz, 16 to 32GB RAM, and 750GB to 1TB storage is the
best option. These alpha laptops can process multiple operations such as PowerPoint
presentations, database applications, and Excel spreadsheets all at once. More often
than not, power user laptops have a high-end graphics card for photo and video editing.

Artist
For artists, you need a laptop with bigger storage to keep all your photos, music, and
videos. Laptops for artists should also be able to handle drawing, design, and photography
software programs. That’s why a high-end graphics card is also necessary for these
laptops. Make sure that they have at least 16GB RAM to keep it running smoothly despite
using highly-demanding applications.

Gamer
The two types of laptop users we’ve mentioned earlier require around 2GB of graphics
card. However, gamers need a better graphics solution than that. That’s why gaming
laptops often have 4GB to 6GB graphics cards to accommodate the latest video games’
demands.
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On top of this, at least 1TB of storage is necessary to have a few games installed. You
also want to make sure that it’s an i7 or higher processor at 2.5 to 2.7 GHz. Finally, 16
to 32GB RAM will help keep your laptop running smoothly despite playing high-quality
games.

Average
Average users can settle for 1.3 to 1.7 GHz i5 or lower processor. A 2GB to 8GB processor
would be enough to help the laptop function smoothly while running basic office applications.
Laptops like this are often used for writing jobs, social media browsing, or internet surfing.
These are often intended for casual usage.

Student
Laptops made for students lie somewhere between average and gaming laptops. They
have mid-range processing power, allowing you to use office applications smoothly while
also having a decent graphics card and RAM at around 4GB. This type of laptop is great
for school projects and other educational purposes. There are also laptops best suited for
cybersecurity students.

Top Laptop Brands in the World
After figuring out the operating system and type of laptop you need, now is as good a time
as any to talk about the brands you need to look out for. As we’ve mentioned, different
manufacturers offer different features, and below are some of your best options.

Lenovo
Lenovo began manufacturing computers in 1984, and about 25% of all the laptops sold
in the world came from this company. Lenovo is known for its flexibility since they have
laptops for gamers, average users, and businesspeople alike.
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What makes Lenovo stand out is that they have some of the unique innovations in
laptop development. Their flexible designs sometimes allow your laptop to be folded at a
240-degree angle, allowing you to use it as a touch-screen device.

Razer
For all the gamers out there, Razer is the brand to watch out for. This company began
in 2005 and has dedicated all its effort towards producing the best gaming laptops you
could ever find in the market. Razer offers high-processing and optimal graphics display
laptops that can accommodate the latest and most demanding games.

Apple
Apple is meant for stability, reliability, luxury, and simplicity. Their laptops are some of the
most attractive ones you could ever find, and their processors are almost free of errors.
On top of this, Apple probably has the best customer support among all the other brands,
and they are also the easiest laptops to use.
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Chapter 3:
Maximizing Your Laptop’s Potential
Finally, we’ve come to the last part of this handbook, but before we officially bid you
goodbye, we want to make sure that you know how to maximize your laptop’s potential.
For maintenance tips, basic troubleshooting, and accessories that improve your laptop
experience, be sure to finish this chapter.

How to Maintain Your Laptop
There is a long list of maintenance tasks you need to conduct on your laptop to help you
prolong its lifespan. It might take us all day to discuss them all. That’s why we’ve decided
only to include some of the basic yet essential ones below. On the other hand, if you ever
lost your laptop, learning how to track it using the serial number might help you retrieve it.

Keep Food and Liquids Away
It’s a common habit for people to eat and drink in front of their laptops, and it’s a bad habit.
Drinking soda, coffee, or any other liquid near your laptop increases the risk of spilling it
and ruining your laptop’s electronics. Additionally, you must not eat food while in front of
your laptop since the crumbs may fall onto the keys and cause them to malfunction.

Install Antivirus Software
Never, under any circumstances, forget to install an antivirus software program. We can’t
possibly tell you just how much malware can be found and accidentally downloaded over
the internet. An antivirus software program helps identify these threats and prevents your
laptop from downloading and installing them.
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Avoid Extreme Temperatures
Extreme temperatures will affect your laptop’s performance. Make sure that you place
it away from direct sunlight. Having small fans placed near or directed to your laptop
will also prevent it from overheating. On the other hand, make sure that you adjust your
thermostat to maintain room temperature during extremely cold temperatures to keep
your laptop functioning smoothly.

Carry It Properly
If you ever need to pack your laptop or you need to transfer it to another location, be
sure to hold and lift it from the base rather than the LCD. Your laptop’s screen is easily
damaged, and applying too much pressure on it may cause dead pixels. Furthermore, the
LCD is quite smooth, and it may cause you to lose grip on your laptop. If you’re going to a
different place, make sure you have a dedicated laptop bag with a cushion for additional
protection.

Common Laptop Problems and Solutions
No matter how careful you are with your laptop, there’s a huge chance that you will still
encounter issues with it. You can fix some of these concerns on your own. Here are some
of the most common laptop problems and the best solution for each of them.

Overheating Followed by Shutdown
Overheating is often caused by under-performing exhaust fans, which forces your laptop
to shut down. That is often because the fans don’t get to take in or release air, especially
if your laptop is flat on the surface. Additionally, dust can accumulate in the laptop’s fan
and reduce its efficiency.
Make sure that you avoid blocking the laptop’s fans and vents. If it’s still overheating,
clear the dust using compressed air or bring it to a laptop service center and have it
cleaned. Learning about your laptop’s watt usage when charging might also help prevent
this problem.

14

•

laptopsmate.com

Slow Performance
Many things can cause your laptop to perform slowly, and it’s also one of the most common
laptop issues. Slow performance may either be caused by hardware failure, low storage
capacity, too many applications running, or malware.
The first thing you can do is restart your laptop or shut down all the applications. Make
sure that you also delete large junk files that aren’t important. If it’s still running slow
despite having antivirus software, it’s best to bring it to a service center.

Short Battery Life
Another issue that is just as common as slow performance is short battery life. This is
quite frustrating, especially when you consider the fact that one of the best features of
laptops is that you can use them without plugging them in.
Make sure that your laptop’s power connections are properly secured and that the charger
does not have any damage to it. Another useful solution is to drain your laptop’s battery
until it dies and recharge it. If it still dies quicker than it should, you may need to replace
the battery.
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Black Screen
A black screen occurs when you turn the laptop on, and you hear it running, but there is
no display on the LCD.
One thing you can do to fix this issue is to unplug it from the power source, remove the
battery, and hold the power button for one minute. After doing so, put the battery back
in and reboot. If it still doesn’t display anything, the LCD connection might be damaged,
which means you need to have it repaired immediately.

Laptop Accessories
To experience the full potential of your laptop, you may need a few accessories. Whether
you’re a MacOS or a Windows user, having the best accessories will increase your laptop’s
performance and keep it protected. Below are the best laptop accessories you should
have.

Laptop Bag
Laptops are specifically made to be portable, which means bringing them anywhere you
go is one way to unleash their maximum potential. However, some dangers come with
laptop transit. That’s why you need a laptop bag to help you carry it easier while keeping
it protected from accidental bumps and falls.

Flash Drive or External Hard Drives
While most laptops nowadays have 500GB to 1TB storage, it still pays to have a flash
drive or an external hard drive. This helps you transfer files from one device to another
while also functioning as additional storage.

Cooling Pads
If you tend to overuse your laptop and notice it heats up rather quickly, be sure to invest
in cooling pads. They function as a surface to put your laptop on and are equipped with
fans to keep your laptop cool. Some cooling pads also have adjustable heights to get the
right ergonomics when using your laptop.
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Conclusion
It’s truly surprising how far we’ve reached in the world of digital technology. While all of
the devices we have today are already mind-bogglingly advanced, it’s a certainty that
they would all keep on improving.

You can keep this handbook with you as a reference, but as the world of laptops keeps
updating, so do our service. Be sure to check our website for more reviews, guidelines,
and articles about this device. We promise to help you stay on top of everything with a
laptop.

17

•

laptopsmate.com

